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ABSTRACT

Manickavasagar is one of the most famous Tamil Saiva poets. His devotional literature focuses on the Lord,
completely detached from the world around him. His major work, Thiruvasagam, is a sublime expression of devo-
tion filled with emotional ecstasy. Manickavasagar’s devotional spirit is expressed in various ways in his poems:
Arul Vandal & He expresses deep devotion in seeking the mercy of the Lord. Paravasa Bhakti & In the direct
experience of the Lord, he forgets himself and becomes completely involved in the hymns. Arbuddha Bhastha
& When praising and singing the divine pastimes of Shiva, his poems express a state of ecstasy and bliss. Nahvu
Bhastha & The nature of feeling oneself very small and considering only the grace of Shiva as his highest. His
proverb “He who does not melt for Thiruvasagam, melts for one Vaasagam” best describes his devotional taste.
The music, philosophy, and emotional language of his songs are capable of inspiring devotion to Shiva in the hearts
of' everyone who recites them.
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